CMAPTIiR X. AjimEi Chokuyen.
In the midst of the unseemly strife that waged between luijita and Aida in the closing years of llic eighteenth century there dwelt in peaceful seclusion in Ycdo a mathematician who surpassed both of these contestants, and who did much to redeem the .scientific reputation of the Japanese of his period. A man of rare modesty, content with little, taking delight in the simple life of a scholar rather than in the attractions of office or society, almost unknown in the midst of the turmoil of the scholastic strife of his day, Ajima Manzo Chokuyen' was nevertheless a rare genius, doing more for mathematics than any of his contemporaries.
Me was born in Ycdo in 1739, and as a samurai he served there under the Lord uf Shinjd, whose estates were in the north-eastern districts. He was initiated into the secrets of mathematics by one Iriye Ochu*, who had studied in the school of Nakanishi. He afterwards became a pupil of Yamaji Shujii, and at lliis time he came to know Fujita Sadasuke with whom he formed a close friendship but with whose controversy with Aida he never concerned himself. And so he received a training that enabled him to surpass all his fellows in solving the array of problems lhat had accumulated during the century, including all those which had long been looked upon as wholly insoluble. Such a type of mind rarely extends the boundaries of mathematical discovery, but occasionally an individual is
1 Sec also !Uny.v,R, I1, loc. cit., \>. 3^ of Hie Kiel reprint, of 1905. 3 Also given ni) Irlo Maaiiladii.
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